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The KIN G's moſt Sacred MAIEST v. 
7 6 
His Royal Highneſs the Prince of WAL Es. 


1 0 


The Lords and Commons of GREAT BRIT Ax. 


The following 


DTS ²V. ! 


I 8 | f 


Moſt humbly DEDICATED. ö 


NMB xxxili. Ver. 53, 55. 


Ye Pall 775 /s the Inhabitants of the Land, a dwell 
therein ; ; for I have given you the Land to poſſeſs it. 
And if ye will not drive out the Inhabitants of the 
Land from before you, then it ſhall come to paſs, that 


thoſe which you let remain ſhall bePricks in your Eyes 
and Thorns in your Sides, and __ ver you in = 
Land wherein ye aal. 


clamation, to humble ourſelves before Almighty God, 
to deprecate his Wrath, and to implore his Proteclion 
againſt our Enemies, with whom we are now engaged in a moſt 
juſt and neceſſary War ; ; againſt Nations remarkable for their Im- 
Pie, and in a very high Degree Partakers of the Sins and Ido- 
atries of thoſe People, of whoſe Lands the Children of HMrael are 
rok commanded * God himſelf to take Poſſeſion, and to dwell 
therein. £4 

The impartial and unprejudiced Part of Mankind are unani- 
mous, that our too frequent Confidence and Dependence upon 
Treaties and Covenants with the French. Nation, is the Reaſon that 
they have, upon all Occaſions, involved not only this Country, but 
all Europe, and great Part of Africa and America, in all the 
Miſeries of War. | 
It is indeed confeſſed, on all Hands, that the Genius of England, 
like the Deity, is benign, and always ready to afliſt Virtue in Di- 
ſtreſs; but though Charity doth cover a Multitude of Sins, yet we 
allow that her Conduct has, in ſome Degree, been equally faulty, 
with that of the Mraelites, in her Syſtem of Politics. They were 
B commanded 


w E are this Day aſſembled, * to his Maget 8 Pro- 
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commanded to make no League nor Covenant with the Canaanites, 
but utterly to extirpate and expel them; for if they ſhould voluntarily 
permit any of that idolatrous Race to live among them, they would 
become Pricks in their Eyes, and Thorns in their Sides, and vex them 
throughout the Land which they were to poſſeſs ; 1. e. by the Impiety 
and Idolatry of ſuch Neighbours, being ſeduced from the Worſhip 
of the true God, and by that Means forfeiting the Favour and Pro- 
tection of Providence, they ſhould be afflicted with all the Cala- 
mities of War. Accordingly it fell out; for the Hraelites con- 
tented themſelves with taking only a few Cities, but did not expel 
nor deſtroy the Inhabitants, as they were expreſly commanded to 
do; they only made them Tributaries, and ſuffered them to remain. 
This pave the Canaanites Opportunity to regain their Liberties ; 
and expoſed themſelves, by this their Diſobedience, to the Anger 
of M... N 
Our bleſſed Saviour, the Angel of the Covenant, who then ap- 
peared, and gave theſe Inſtructions to the Maelites, tells them; as 
ye have not obeyed my Voice, wherefore Iwill not drive them out from 
before you ; but they ſhall be Pricks in ycur Eyes and Thorns in your 
Sides, and vex you in the Land which I have given you to poſſeſs. 
Here it is very plain, that had the Maelites perſevered in their 
religious Obedience, and followed his Directions, not to make any 
f Treaty, League, or Covenant with the Canaanites, but had utterly 
f expelled and extirpated them; then they might have depended upon 
f a peaceable and quiet Poſſeſſion, in Defiance of all their Enemies, 
their moſt open as well as ſecret Practices. r 
This being the real Import and Meaning of the Text; the fol- 
lowing Particulars naturally offer themſelves to our Conſideration. 


I. That Irreligion and Impiety, or Diſobedience to the Com- 
mands of God, is the Source of all our Miſeries and Cala- 
mities. F | 


II. That the former Perfidiouſneſs and Treachery of the French 
Nation, our antient Enemy, and with whom we are now at 
1 War, is a ſufficient Warning to us, never more to truſt, nor 
1 0 to put any Confidence in Treaties wich them. From both 
theſe I ſhall, in the | 7 wok 

III. And 
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III. And laſt Place, make a few practical Remarks ſuitable to 
this our ſolemn Aſſembly. | 


I. That Irreligion and Impiety, or. Diſobedience to 6 Divine 
Commands, is the Source of all our Miſeries and Calamities. 


That there is a God, who ſuperintends the Univerſe, is the Cry 
of univerſal Nature; tbe Heavens declare his Glory, and the Fir ma- 
ment ſheweth his handy Work. The perpetual Succeſſion of Light 
and Darkneſs ; the regular Viciſſitudes of Seaſons ; and, in a Word, 
the beautifully ſurpriſing Apparatus of the whole inanimate Crea-' 
tion, and its Perpetuity ; proclaim a firſt Cauſe, and F or 
his Self-exiſtence and abſolute Supremacy. 

Man, the moſt illuſtrious Inhabitant of this lower World, rhe: 
ing in Degree next to the Angels, was originally created and or- 
dained to celebrate the Praiſes of the Divine Architect, and to 
declare the Wonders that he doth for the Children of Men. ge 

This Prototype of ſupreme Dominion was-no ſooner created, 
than he became a free Agent, - conſequently an aceountable Crea- 
ture; and therefore an Object of future Rewards and Puniſhments. 
He was not to follow, nor implicitly to obey, the Dictates of un- 
aſſiſted Reaſon, but to govern his Appetites and Paſſions, and to 
keep them in due Subjection and Obedience to the Will of the' 
Omnipreſent and Almighty Author of his Exiſtence. He was 
commanded to keep and obſer ve but only one eaſy Precept; there- 
by to demonſtrate to all his Poſterity, that, 1 rage _ 
were not independent and ſelf-exiſtent, 

Now behold this mighty Protoplaſt of omnlpotenee In Elate 
with all the Perfections compatible to the Dignity of human Na- 
ture, by following the Dictates of Senſe, being eager in the Purſuit 
of his own Imaginations, and thirſting after Wiſdom ; he is ſe- 
duced, betrayed, and turns Rebel 1 his Sovereign, his Creator, 
and Benefactor! | 

Immediately on his Revolt, and pleading Guilty, his Saris and 
Judge, in the Midi of Wrath, remembers Mercy, and grants him 
a Reprieve ; a Reptieve, not from the Miſeres, Afflictions, and 
Calamities of this Life in general, but 4 Mitigation of them, in 
Proportion to his Virtue, and on Condition of his utmoſt Efforts 

and 
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„ 
and ſincereſt Endeavours, for the Future, . rebel, by depend- 
in but always to five in the 


ing upon the Strength of his own Reaſon, - 
Fear and Love of God ; by ſhewing an exemplary Obedience to all 
his Commands, and teaching his Poſterity to worſhip no Gods befades 
Jebovab, either in Bre Word or Deed : This Precept is im- 
plied, though not expreſſed at large, in the Prohibition not to eat 
of the Fruit of a particular Tree, whoſe Situation in Paradiſe was 
fully deſcribed, and was yet further remarkably diſtinguiſhed from 
all other Trees, by its ſuperior Beauty, and the Luſtre of its Fruit. 
And this, we might imagine, was ſufficient to have preſerved 
the firſt created of rational Beings in their Allegiance to the King 
of Heaven. There was therefore no Occaſion, at this Period, to 
enjoin the Practice of moral Duties, which, as Mankind began to 
multiply upon the Face of the Earth, afterwards became needful; 
and is therefore left upon Record, by the ſacred Writers, for a 
Memorial throughout all Generations. Thus we ſee, that by One 
Man's Diſobedience Sin entered into the World, and Death by Sin. 
And from this firſt Inſtance of Irreligion or Diſobedience, we 
are to derive the Origin of moral Evil, and all its conſequential 
Train of Miſery that now predomipates among the Sons of Adam. 
Therefore, 3 112 nee 4 

If we rightly conſider the Dignity of our Nature, we ſhall ſee 
that Religion, howſoever diverſified by human Inventions, conſiſts 
in the Worſhip of the only one true God; in acknowledging him, 
the Self: exiſting Jebovab, the Creator and Preſerver of the Uni- 
verſe, to be the ſole Object of Adoration, the only God of Com- 
fort and Conſolation, and alone able and willing to ſave all ⁊ubo 
come unto him, and call. 10 him in Sincerity and in Trutb, exclu- 
ſive of any ſubordinate Mediators and Interceſſors whatever; be- 
cauſe there is but one God, and one Mediator, the Man Chriſt Teſus : 
To which Creed the whole reaſonable. Creation are to give their 
Aſſent; and, in Conſequence of ſuch Faith, to be zealous Imita- 
tors of his moral Attributes, his Juſtice, Goodneſs, Truth and 
Beneficence ; in a Word, to be merciful as he is merciful, to the 
whole Creation of intelligent Beings. 

By whatever Names or Sectaries, People may denominate them- 
ſelves, if they fail in the Belief of a Deity, and its conſequent Du- 
ties, their Religion is but vain, and their moſt humble . 

only 
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only ſplendid Sins, and themſelves obnoxious to the Denunciations 
of the Deity againſt all impenitent Sinners, Idolaters, and Wor ſhippers 
of ftrange Gods, the Works of Mens Hands, and Idols of their own In- 
vention. | | | 8 
On the Tranſgreſſion, or Diſobedience of our firſt Parents, the 
delightful Scene was changed ; all Nature felt the Shock ; and Man- 
kind, inſtead of an eaſy Tranſition from this Life, to a State of Glory 
and permanent Felicity, was henceforth doomed to Need, Sorrow, 
Grief, Sickneſs, and all its concomitant Train of Adverſity in this 
Life, and even to Death itſelf; beſides the inward Horror, and 
conſcientious Dread of the juſt Puniſhment that might hereafter 
be inflicted for every Failure of Obedience, and Impropriety of 
Conduct. And, yet further, | | 
Our bleſſed Saviour, in all his Manifeſtations and Appearances 
to the Patriarchs, and Mraelitiſb Nation, declares, that ſo long as 
they preſerved themſelves free from the 1dolatry of the Nations 
among whom they lived, and whoſe Lands be had given them for an 
Inheritance, he would not only proſper and crown them with 
Victory and Triumph over all their Enemies, but grant them a 
peaceable and quiet Poſſeſſion. And leaſt they ſhould be enſnared 
by the ſeeming Purity of the Religion of the Philiſtines, who had 
by their Idolatries filled up the Meaſure of their Iniquity, and were 
hardened againſt all Reproof, and therefore devoted to Deftrudt on ; he 
charges the Iſraelites 70 drive them entirely cut of the Land, or ut- 
terly to deſtroy them, and ſuffer none to remain. But, 3 
The Iſraelites being wiſer, in their own Conceits, than their hea- 
venly Inſtructor, were ſatisfied with the Conqueſt of two or three 
Cities; and, being contented with the promiſed Payment of a ſmall 
Tribute, ſuffered them to remain. This their ill-timed Mercy, 
and Coyenant with Idolaters, proved fatal to them, as appears from 
numberleſs Paſſages of holy Writ, but which I need not mention; 
and ſhall therefore from this one Inſtance of their Diſobedience to 
the Divine Command, which was not only the Source of theirs, 
but of our'Calamities, proceed to the hb 


II. Second Thing propoſed; which was to examine how far we, 
who call ourſelves Chriſtians, may depend upon Treaties, 
or Covenants with the French Nation, or with him, who pre- 

ſumptuouſly ftiles himſelf the mot Chr:i/tian King. 
C It 
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It would be tedious to mention, or to take Notice: af, all the 
Treaties which this Nation has been engaged in with France, and 
to ſhew how far they have kept the pub 


ic Faith. Let it ſuffice to 


torious to every Nation in Europe, to Germany in particular, that 
during a Peace, but in Violation of Treaties, they have made 
greater Strides towards univerſal Monarchy, than ever they did by 
an open and declared War. 1 5 

They have, it is well known, been always implacable and 
formidable Enemies to the Houſe of Auſtria, and to the States 
General of the United Provinces. At preſent they ſeem in- 
deed, (and in the End it will appear to be but mere Pretence) 
to be the zealous Friends and Aſſertors of the Dignity of the 
Houſe of Auſtria: But under this Maſk of Friendſhip, as they 
have gariſoned, and do poſſeſs, a great Part of the Auſtrian Nether- 
lands ; is it not, conſidering their well known Syſtem of Ambition, 
almoſt ten Thouſand to One, that they will never reſtore them to 
their new Ally, without an extraordinary Interpoſition of Provi- 
dence? os | | 

Now, by ſuch Acquiſition and Detention, as they will then be Door- 
neighbours to the States General, their next Attempt will, undoubt- 
edly, be upon that Republic, and its Liberties. And if this ſhould 
be the Caſe, I ſhould be glad to know what Power in Europe will 
interpoſe, or endeavour to — their Invader's Career, and fave them 
from Deſtruction? Their own Diviſions, and Want of Harmony; 
their ſtrong, but blinded Attachments to the Intereſts of France; 
with the Infancy of their Stadtholder; are almoſt inſuperable Dif- 
ficulties that threaten their Ruin. . 
Will they fly to the Pry/ian Eagle for Protection? They 
have no Title, from their late Behaviour, to expect it. Will 
they ſeek for Relief from Britannia's Legions? Let them re- 
member their Ingratitude to her, after having ſhed Rivers of 
Blood, and ſpent Millions of Treaſure, for their's, as well as the 
Defence of the Houſe of Auſtria. Deprived of ſuch Friends, 
their Fate is inevitable; and if the French ſhould keep Poſſeſſion of 
the Auſtrian Netherlands, they muſt become Provinces to * 

en 
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Then the Dominion and Force of France. will be greatly exten- 
five, and it's Marine formidable to all the Powers in Europe, even 
to Britons, with whom they have never yet kept Faith, nor ful- 
filled their Treaties, but in- a partial, fraudulent, and deceitful 
Manner, On this Head, as we are more particularly concerned, 
I beg Leave to enlarge a little with Reſpect to their Conduct towards 
England. R | 

The French, by their large Poſſeſſions in North America (to which 
they can have no Claim of Right, not even to Canada, nor Loui- 
fiana, much leſs to " Part of Nova Scotia, otherways called New 
Scotland, and by the French Acadia) may in Time become as for- 
midable in that Part of the World as they are in Europe; if 
they be permitted to eſtabliſh themſelves in the ſeveral Countries 
which they have unjuſtly uſurped. | 

New Scotland, which is the Eaſtern Boundary of New England, 
is our undoubted Right, and was, by the 12th Article of the 
Treaty of Utrecht, ceded and for ever annexed to the Crown of 
Great Britain. From Nova Scotia to the River Miſſiſippi, and from 
thence Weſtward as far as the Pacific Ocean, and from the 29th 
Degree of North Latitude, as far as the Pole, the whole Country, 
by Right of Diſcovery (for no other Nation has ever gone ſo far) 
and partly by Pofleflion and continual Claim, is the Property alſo 
of Great Britain. * | 

In like Manner, to any Part of the Country to the North of 
the River St. Laurence, and from James Bay to the North Boun- 
dary of Virginia, including the Six Nations, and their Allies, in 
Friendſhip with, and dependent upon, the Crown of England, the 
French can have no manner of Right; nor be able to retain any 
Part of thoſe Countries, it the Poſſeſſors of the ſeveral American 
_ Colonies would exert themſelves in Defence of the Six Nations and 
their Allies; and extend themſelves to the Weſtward, according to 
their reſpective Patents and original Grants. | 
Again; if the Inattention of the Coloniſts (and ſurpriſing Inacti- 
vity and merely Self- intereſted Conduct of the Hudſon's-Bay Com- 
pany) to protect their Allies; or if their own inteftine Diviſions 
ſhould permit the French, as formerly, to inhabit, or to dwell in 
any Country to the Eaſt of the Miſſiſippi, they by theſe. Means 
give them Opportunities of forming, in Time of Peace, Confede- 

racies 
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racies with the Natives, and of ſeducing their Allies. And thus 
the French muſt of Courſe be dangerous Neighbours in any Part 
of North America. Nr . 
The perpetual Poſſeſſion of Louiſiana, Canada, and Loui ſburgh, 
is therefore of ſuch: Importance to the Crown of England, that the 
French muſt be expelled from thence, and never more ſuffered to 
inbabit, or to make any Settlements in, thoſe Parts. If they are ſuf- 
fered to remain by Treaty, as we may judge from what we have 
already experienced of French Faith, they will, in Time, gain a 
Communication with the Atlantic Ocean, and in the End become 
Sovereigns of all our American as well as of our Eaſt-Indian Set- 
tlements: Nay, Britain itſelf, in Proceſs of Time, may fall a Sa- 
crifice to the ambitious. Views of France, if any future Miniſtry, 
leſs virtuous than the preſent, ſhould ſuffer that perfidious Nation 
to hold an Inch of Land in North America. | 
Therefore, as no Treaties | no Guarantees | are capable to bind 
them, and keep them within their Limits, our only Reſource, ac- 
cording to the Inſtructions given to the Jſraelites, is to extirpate 
and expel /hem from that Part of the World. | 
By the late vague and indefinite Treaty of 4:x-/a-Chapelle, to 
which we acceded from a mere Principle of Commiſeration, viz. 
the Preſervation of our ungrateful Allies, the Auſtrians and the 
Dutch ; Louiſburgh, and the Iſland of Cape Breton, or Je Royal, 
was moſt generouſly given up to our mott inveterate and perfidious 
Enemy. Who, not ſatisfied with this Inſtance of Engliſß Gene- 
roſity, in the Time of profound Peace, ſurprized our Frontiers in 
North America, and, with unparalleled Barbarity, murdered and 
ſcalped our Countrymen, as well as the Native-Indians, our Friends, 
our Brethren, and our Allies. Ws 
By ſuch bloody and horrid Practices! By the Treachery, ſhall I 
ſay, or Cowardice of the Auſtrians and Dutch in the late War! 
By the Ingratitude of Both! And by the inſatiable and boundlels . 
Thirſt of univerſal Dominion, as well as Barbarity, of the French, 
England is again involved in a War. 
A As to the Dutch, their Ingratitude, notwithſtanding their aiding 
and afliſting our avowed and mortal Enemy with all the Implements 
of War, and in carrying on their Trade and Commerce, yet falls 


vaſtly ſhort of that of Auſtria. To multiply Proofs is needleſs ys 
the 
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the impartial World judge of Auſtria's equitable Procedure, from 
the Introduction of foreign Troops into the Empire; compellin 
its Princes to eſpouſe her private Quarrel, and to contribute, to th 
utmoſt of her Power, to make Germany a Theatre of War, to the total 
Subverſion of the Liberties of the whole Germanic Body. Witneſs 
alſo the ungrovoked Invaſion, thro' her Means, of the barbarous 
Ruffians and French, as well as Auſtrian Treatment of the Electoral 
Dominions of Hanover ; only becauſe their Prince is Sovereign of 
that Country, which has ſo often preſerved the Imperial Purple 
to the Houſe of Auſtria. Theſe Inſtances are fo flagrant, that 
to ſay more is ſuperfluous, | 

But I muſt not omit, in our preſent Circumſtances, to give one 
more Inſtance of Hundreds that might be offered of French Faith; 
which is their playing off, upon all Occaſions, in Contempt of the 
moſt ſolemn Treaties, a Pretender to the Britiſb Throne: When- 
ever they behold the Virtue of Britannia's Legions to ſhine with 
ſuperior Luſtre, and their Rapidity in the Field of Mars to be ir- 
reſiſtible; then it is, that, by their ſecret Friends the Jeſuits and 
Emiſſaries of the Church of Rome, they propagate Corruption and 
Venality in the State—Irreligion and Impiety in the Nation—Mur- 
murs, Diviſions, Diſcontent and Schiſm in the Senate—with Diſ- 


obedience and want of natural Affection to the ſupreme Magiſtrate 


—Filling the Heads of unthinking Youth with halcyon Days—and 
by gratifying the preſent Neceſſities of thoſe whoſe Hands are as 
little capable of Action, as their Heads are of Thinking ; Treaſon 
and Rebellion is fomented, and the giddy Multitude hurried on to 
their own Perdition, their. own and Families Ruin ! By a Profu- 
ſion of thoſe Crimſon-Streams, which might be gloriouſly laviſhed 
in the noble Cauſe of Religion and Liberty : 
Ys Oh! BRITON SGS; 
Shall we then ſtrike Hands with ſuch a Nation as this? Shall we 
enter into Covenant with ſo much Perfidy ? Shall we cheriſh the 
Viper in our Boſom, till the Fountain and Maſs of Blood is taint- 
ed, our whole Conſtitution is corrupted, and our Civil and Reli- 
gious Liberty ſubverted ? Shall we indulge the pleaſing and deceit- 
tul Dreams of inriching private Property ! Yet hear of Thouſands 
of our Countrymen greatly falling, and gloriouſly expiring in De- 
tence of the Body Politic ? No. Let us call to Mind the 1 
D Plains 
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Plains of Creſi and Agincourt ; and conſpire, univerſally, to expel 
the Infection of French Politics, and diſdain their Perfidy. Having 
thus given a brief State of French-Faith and Auſtrian-Gratitude ; 

To animate our Vivacity, and to prevent all gloomy Proſpects, 
we are this Day, by Royal Authority, called upon to implore the 
Mercy of God, that he would graciouſly be pleaſed t take us under 
the Shadow of his Wings; and covering our Heads in the Day of 
Battle, to proſper his Majeſty's Arms, and make him gloriouſly 
triumphant over all his enemies. Let us therefore unite to eſtabliſh 
the Crown upon the Heads of his Poſterity ; when he himſelf ſhalt 
ſhine with unfading Rays of Glory and immortal Peace in the 
Regions of Bliſs. 

To aſſiſt your Meditations to this Effect, I proceed in the 


III. Place, to make ſome practical Improvements and Remarks. 


1. Are we ſenſible of the Dangers with which we are every 
Moment threatened by France; let us contribute in our ſeveral 
Capacities, and in Proportion to our reſpective Abilities, to ſtrength- 
en our Sovereign in a vigorous Proſecution of the War in which 
he is now engaged. And 

Whatever Miſtakes in Politics may have happened heretofore, 
let them be imputed to the venal Gratitude, Treachery, or Cow- 
ardice of the Dutch and Auſtrians in the late War with France; 
and, in a perfect Senſibility of the Uprightneſs and Integrity of the 
preſent Miniſtry, let us depend upon his Majeſty's beſt Endeavours, 
firmeſt and moſt ſteady Reſolutions, to drive the Enemy from the 
Countries which they yet poſſeſs in North America, as well as thoſe 
which they have moſt perfidiouſly and unjuſtly uſurped in the 
Weſt Indies, and on the Coaſt of Africa. 

To which Purpoſe, I hope it will not be thought, nor taken, 
amiſs to recommend and ſolicit, on this Occaſion, your hearty Con- 
currence with the Reſolutions of the Britiſh Parliament for a ſtand- 
ing Militia. This Regulation is one of the wiſeſt and beſt calcu- 
lated, in my Opinion, for the Preſervation of our Liberties, Trade 
and Commerce, that could poſſibly have been deviſed by the wiſeſt 
Legiſlators of Greece and Rome. | 

For then, while ye ſecurely /it under the Shadow , your own 
Vine, Part of the regular Troops will have Time, by their Bra- 

very 
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very and Experience, to enlarge, repoſſeſs, and inhabit thoſe Coun- 
tries, from which the Enemy muſt be driven, before we can pre- 
tend to be a free and happy People, or extricated from ſo frequent 
Involutions in War, and ſecure from foreign Invaſions. 

Beſides, this Regulation is now more than ever apparently ne- 
ceſſary for our Defence and Preſervation, when we ſee that foreign 
Alliances, eſpecially thoſe with whom we have been for Ages fo 
intimately connected, are no farther to be depended upon, nor lon- 
ger binding, than while the Princes concerned think it conducive 
to their private Intereſt. Thoſe in the preſent Confederacy againſt 
England and Pruſſia, may, perhaps, ſee their Error, when it is 
too late; as for us, tis beſt to be wiſe in Time, and to guard a- 
gainſt a Reverſe of Fortune: This will be our Wiſdom in the Sight of 
all Nations. 

2. As Religion, or Obedience to the Commands of God, is of 
univerſal Concern, it becomes us, who are Proteſtants againſt the 
Errors, Novelties, and Corruptions of the Church of Rome, to be 
more preciſely careful to adorn our Profeſſion, by our Practice ; 

and ſupremely to cultivate the noble and amiable Virtues of Love 
and Benevolence to all our fellow Creatures, more eſpecially to 
thoſe of the Houſehold of Faith. This is the firſt, the beſt, and the 
only Teſt, that we are, what we pretend to be, Members of the 
Church of Chriſt, the Children of the moſt high God, who ſent his 
well-beloved Son into the World, that whoſoever ſhould believe in him, 
ſhould not perifh, but have everlaſting Life. | 

3. Tho' we be unhappily diſtinguiſhed by various Denominations 
in Point of Faith ; yet, let us remember, that as we are all the 
Children of God, through Chriſt Jeſus, we are conſequently under 
an eternal Obligation, to do whatſoever he has commanded us ; be- 
cauſe Obedience is better than Sacrifice, and Hearing, than the Fat 
of Rams. 

And tho' our Belicf be ever ſo pure and regular, we ſhould re- 
member, that Faith without Works is a dead and an empty 
Name; for our bleſſed Saviour ſays, not every one that ſaith unto 
Me, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, but he 
that doth the Will of my Father, which is in Heaven. | | 

4. Tho' we be commanded to practiſe the great Duties of Love 
and Charity, with all the ſocial Virtues ; let us remember, that our 
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Obedience is not complete, but imperfect, if we for/ake the Aſſem- 


bling of ourſelves, to celebrate the Praiſes of the eternal Jehovah, and 
to magnify his holy Name. This is a Duty from which no Man can 


—_ an Exemption, let his Sphere in Life be ever ſo high, br his 


ignity and Fortune ever fo ſplendid ; his ſuperior Rank and Sta- 
tion is a ſtrong Argument, that he ought to trequent the Houſe of 
God, acknowledge his Benefactor, and there publickly demon- 
ſtrate, that he is the Servant of the moft high—His Servant, whoſe 
Throne is in the Heavens, and his Dominion over all. When we 
have done all theſe Things, let us remember, in the | 
F. Fifth Place, that we are under an indiſpenſible Obligation, 
to celebrate the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, which he inſtitu- 
ted as a perpetual Memorial of the precious Benefits he has pur- 
chaſed for us, and commanded to be received, till his ſecond Ap- 
pearance to judge the World. | 

This Duty is by many reckoned only a poſitive Precept, and a 
Matter of Form; but on ſerious Reflection, and due Confideration, 
it will appear to be as binding and obligatory upon us as any Pre- 
cept in the moral Law; and, therefore, is not to be ſlighted, neg- 
lected, or contemned by any of his rational Creation; for he has 
declared that whoſoever ſhall deny him before Men, him will be deny 
before his Father which is in Heaven, 

6. To conclude ; when the great and mighty Men of the Earth 
ſhall become ſhining Examples of Religion and Piety ; when their 
Virtue ſhall, like the Sun in his meridian Brightneſs, diſpel the 
thick Clouds of Darkneſs, Ignorance, and Error, and diffuſe Light 
through all the Regions of the Earth ; then Peace ſhall ride trium- 
phant, and the Inhabitants of the World join in one univerſal 
Chorus of Hallelujah ; to him that fitteth upon the Throne, and to the 
Lamb, for Ever and Ever. Amen. 
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